
 
RCW 70.58.005  Definitions.  Unless the context 
clearly requires otherwise, the definitions in this 
section apply throughout this chapter. 

(1)  “Business days” means Monday through 
Friday except official state holidays. 

(12) “Department” means the department of 
health. 

(3)  “Embalmer” means a person licensed as 
required in chapter 18.39 RCW and 
defined in RCW 18.39.010(2).engaged 
in the profession or business of 
disinfecting, preserving, or preparing 
deceased human remains for disposition 
or transportation. 

(4) “Funeral Director” means a person 
licensed as required in chapter 18.39 
RCW and defined in RCW 
18.39.010(1).engaged in the profession 
or business of conducting funerals and 
supervising or directing the burials, 
cremations or disposition of human 
remains. 

(25) “Vital records” means records of birth, 
death, fetal death, marriage, dissolution, 
annulment, and legal separation, as 
maintained under the supervision of the 
state registrar of vital statistics.  [1991 c 
3 § 342; 1987 c 223 § 1.] 

 
RCW 70.58.070  Registration of births required.  
All births that occur in the state shall be 
immediately registered in the districts in which 
they occur, as hereinafter provided.  [1907 c 83 § 
11; RRS § 6028.]  
 
RCW 70.58.082  Birth certificatesCertificates of 
Vital Records--Rules--Release of copies.  No 
person may prepare or issue any birth 
certificatevital record that purports to be an 
original, certified copy, or copy of a birth 
certificatevital record except as authorized in this 
chapter. 
      The department shall adopt rules providing 
for the release of paper or electronic copies of 
birth certificate vital records that include 
adequate standards for security and 
confidentiality, assure the proper record is 
identified, and prevent fraudulent use of records.  
All certified copies of birth certificatesvital 
records in the state must be on paper and in a 
format provided and approved by the department 
and must include security features to deter 
the alteration, counterfeiting, duplication, or 
simulation without ready detection. 

      Federal, state, and local governmental 
agencies may, upon request and with submission 
of the appropriate fee, be furnished copies of 
birth certificatesvital records if the birth 
certificate vital record will be used for the 
agencies' official duties.  The department may 
enter into agreements with offices of vital 
statistics outside the state for the transmission of 
copies of birth certificatesvital records to those 
offices when the birth certificatesvital records  
relate to residents of those jurisdictions and 
receipt of copies of birth certificatesvital records 
from those offices.  The agreement must specify 
the statistical and administrative purposes for 
which the birth certificatesvital records may 
be used and must provide instructions for the 
proper retention and disposition of the copies.  
Copies of birth certificatesvital records that 
are received by the department from other 
offices of vital statistics outside the state must be 
handled as provided under the agreements.       
The department may disclose information that 
may identify any person named in any birth 
certificate record for research purposes as 
provided under chapter 42.48 RCW.  [1997 c 
108 § 1.] 
 
RCW 70.58.160  Certificate of death or fetal 
death required.  A certificate of every death or 
fetal death shall be filed with the local registrar 
of the district in which the death or fetal 
death occurred within three business days after 
the occurrence is known, or if the place of death 
or fetal death is not known, then with the 
local registrar of the district in which the body 
human remains is found within twenty- four 
hoursone business day thereafter.  In every 
instance a certificate shall be filed prior to the 
interment or other disposition of the human 
remainsbody:  PROVIDED, That a certificate of 
fetal death shall not be required if the period of 
gestation is less than twenty weeks.  [1961 
ex.s. c 5 § 12; 1945 c 159 § 1; Rem. Supp. 1945 
§ 6024-1.  Prior:  1915 c 180 § 4; 1907 c 83 § 
5.]  
 
RCW 70.58.170  Certificate of death or fetal 
death--By whom filed.  The funeral director or 
person in charge of interment or person having 
the right to control the disposition of the human 
remains under RCW 68.50.160 shall file the 
certificate of death or fetal death.  In preparing 
such certificate, the funeral director or person in 
charge of interment or person having the right to 
control the disposition of the human remains 



under RCW 68.50.160 shall obtain and enter on 
the certificate such personal data as 
the certificate requires from the person or 
persons best qualified to supply them.  He shall 
present the certificate of death to the physician 
last in attendance upon the deceased, or, if the 
deceased died without medical attendance, to the 
health officer, coroner, or prosecuting attorney 
having jurisdiction, who shall thereupon certify 
the cause of death according to his best 
knowledge and belief and shall sign the 
certificate of death or fetal death within two 
business days after being presented with the 
certificate unless good cause for not signing the 
certificate within the two business days can be 
established.  He shall present the certificate of 
fetal death to the physician, midwife, or other 
person in attendance at the fetal death, who shall 
certify the fetal death and such medical 
data pertaining thereto as he can furnish.  [1979 
ex.s. c 162 § 1; 1961 ex.s. c 5 § 13; 1945 c 159 § 
2; Rem. Supp. 1945 § 6024-2.]  
 
RCW 70.58.180  Certificate when no physician 
in attendance-- Legally accepted cause of death.  
If the death occurred without medical 
attendance, the funeral director or person in 
charge of interment or person having the right to 
control the disposition of the human remains 
under RCW 68.50.160  shall notify the coroner, 
or prosecuting attorney if there is no coroner in 
the county.  If the circumstances suggest that the 
death or fetal death was caused by unlawful or 
unnatural causes or if there is no local health 
officer with jurisdiction, the coroner, or if none, 
the prosecuting attorney shall complete and sign 
the certification, noting upon the certificate that 
no physician was in attendance at the time of 
death.  In case of any death without medical 
attendance in which there is no suspicion 
of death from unlawful or unnatural causes, the 
local health officer or his deputy, the coroner 
and if none, the prosecuting attorney, shall 
complete and sign the certification, noting upon 
the certificate that no physician was in 
attendance at the time of death, and noting the 
cause of death without the holding of an inquest 
or performing of an autopsy or post mortem, but 
from statements of relatives, persons in 
attendance during the last sickness, persons 
present at the time of death or other 
persons having adequate knowledge of the facts. 
      The cause of death, the manner and mode in 
which death occurred, as noted by the coroner or 
if none, the prosecuting attorney or the health 

officer and incorporated in the death certificate 
filed with the bureau of vital statistics of the 
board of health shall be the legally accepted 
manner and mode by which the deceased came 
to his or her death and shall be the 
legally accepted cause of death.  [1961 ex.s. c 5 
§ 14; 1953 c 188 § 5; 1945 c 159 § 3; Rem. 
Supp. 1945 § 6024-3.  Prior:  1915 c 180 § 
5; 1907 c 83 § 7.]  
 
RCW 70.58.190  Permit to dispose of body 
human remains when cause of 
death undetermined.  If the cause of death cannot 
be determined within three business days, the 
certification of its cause may be filed after 
the prescribed period, but the attending 
physician, coroner, or prosecuting attorney shall 
give the local registrar of the district in which 
the death occurred written notice of the reason 
for the delay, in order that a permit for the 
disposition of the body human remains may be 
issued if required.  [1945 c 159 § 4; Rem. Supp. 
1945 § 6024-4.]  
 
RCW 70.58.230  Permits for burial, removal, 
etc., required— Removal to another district 
without permit, notice to registrar, fee.  It shall 
be unlawful for any person to inter, deposit in a 
vault, grave, or tomb, cremate or otherwise 
dispose of, or disinter or remove from one 
registration district to another, or hold for more 
than seventy-two hoursthree business days after 
death, the body or human remains of any person 
whose death occurred in this state or any body 
human remains which shall be found in this 
state, without obtaining, from the local registrar 
of the district in which the death occurred or in 
which the body  human remains was found, a 
permit for the burial, disinterment, or removal of 
such body:  PROVIDED, That a licensed funeral 
director or embalmer of this state or a funeral 
establishment licensed in another state 
contiguous to Washington, with a current 
certificate of removal registration issued by the 
director of the department of licensing, may 
remove a human remains body from the district 
where the death occurred to another registration 
district or the border states of Oregon and Idaho 
without having obtained a permit but in such 
cases the funeral director or embalmer shall at 
the time of removing a human remains body file 
with or mail to the local registrar of the district 
where the death occurred a notice of removal 
upon a blank to be furnished by the state 
registrar.  The notice of removal shall be signed 



by the funeral director or embalmer and shall 
contain the name and address of the local 
registrar with whom the certificate of death will 
be filed and the burial-transit permit secured.  
Every local registrar, accepting a death 
certificate and issuing a burial-transit permit for 
a death that occurred outside his district, shall be 
entitled to a fee of one dollar to be paid by the 
funeral director or embalmer at the time the 
death certificate is accepted and the permit is 
secured. It shall be unlawful for any person to 
bring into or transport within the state or inter, 
deposit in a vault, grave, or tomb, or cremate or 
otherwise dispose of the human remains body or 
remains of any person whose death occurred 
outside this state unless such body or remains be 
accompanied by a removal or transit permit 
issued in accordance with the law and health 
regulations in force where the death occurred, or 
unless a special permit for bringing such human 
remains body into this state shall be obtained 
from the state registrar.  [1961 ex.s. c 5 § 16; 
1915 c 180 § 3; 1907 c 83 § 4; RRS § 6021.] 
NOTES: 
Cemeteries and human remains:  Title 68 RCW. 
 
RCW 70.58.240  Duties of funeral directors.  
Each funeral director or person acting as such 
shall obtain a certificate of death, sign, and file 
the same with the local registrar, and secure a 
burial-transit permit, prior to any permanent 
disposition of the human remainsbody.  He The 
funeral director shall obtain the personal and 
statistical particulars required, from the person 
best qualified to supply them.  He The funeral 
director shall present the certificate to the 
attending physician or in case the death occurred 
without any medical attendance, to the proper 
official for certification for the medical 
certificate of the cause of death and other 
particulars necessary to complete the record. He 
The funeral director shall supply the information 
required relative to the date and place of 
disposition and he the funeral director shall sign 
and present the completed certificate to the local 
registrar, for the issuance of a burial-transit 
permit.  He The funeral director shall deliver the 
burial permit to the sexton, or person in charge 
of the place of burial, before interring the human 
remainsbody; or shall attach the transit permit to 
the box containing the corpse, when shipped by 
any transportation company, and the permit shall 
accompany the corpse to its destination. [1961 
ex.s. c 5 § 17; 1915 c 180 § 6; 1907 c 83 § 8; 
RRS § 6025.] 

 
RCW 70.58.260  Burial grounds—Duties of 
sexton.  It shall be unlawful for any person in 
charge of any premises in which bodies of 
deceased persons are interred, cremated or 
otherwise permanently disposed of, to permit the 
interment, cremation or other disposition of any 
body upon such premises unless it is 
accompanied by a burial, removal or transit 
permit as hereinabove provided.  It shall be the 
duty of the person in charge of any such 
premises to, in case of the interment, cremation 
or other disposition of a human remains body 
therein, endorse upon the permit the date and 
character of such disposition, over his signature, 
to return all permits so endorsed to the local 
registrar of his the district in which the death 
occurred within ten days from the date of such 
disposition, and to keep a record of all human 
remains bodies disposed of on the premises 
under his charge, stating, in each case, the name 
of the deceased person, if known, the place of 
death, the date of burial or other disposition, and 
the name and address of the undertaker, which 
record shall at all times be open to public 
inspection, and it shall be the duty of every 
undertaker, or person acting as such, when 
burying a human remains body in a cemetery or 
burial grounds having no person in charge, to 
sign the burial, removal or transit permit, giving 
the date of burial, write across the face of the 
permit the words “no person in charge”, and file 
the burial, removal or transit permit within ten 
days with the registrar of the district in which the 
cemetery is located.  [1915 c 180 § 7; 1907 c 83 
§ 10; RRS § 6027.] 
 
RCW 70.58.280  Penalty.  Every person who 
shall violate or wilfully fail, neglect or refuse to 
comply with any provisions of *this act shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor and for a second 
offense shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than twenty-fiveone thousand dollars, and for a 
third and each subsequent offense shall be 
punished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars or 
more than two hundred and fifty dollars or by 
imprisonment for not more than ninety days, or 
by both fine and imprisonment, and every person 
who shall wilfully 
furnish any false information for any certificate 
required by *this act or who shall make any false 
statement in any such certificate shall be guilty 
of a gross misdemeanor.  [1915 c 180 § 12; 1907 
c 83 § 21; RRS § 6038.] 
NOTES: 



*Reviser’s note:  For “this act,” see note 
following RCW 70.58.050. 
 
RCW 70.58.390  Certificates of presumed death 
incident to accidents, disasters.  A county 
coroner, medical examiner, or the prosecuting 
attorney having jurisdiction may issue file a 
certificate of presumed death when the official 
issuing filingthe certificate determines to the best 
of the official's knowledge and belief that there 
is sufficient circumstantial evidence to indicate 
that a person has in fact died in the county or in 
waters contiguous to the county as a result of an 
accident or natural disaster, such as a 
drowning, flood, earthquake, volcanic eruption, 
or similar occurrence, and that it is unlikely that 
the body will be recovered.  The certificate shall 
recite, to the extent possible, the 
date, circumstances, and place of the death, and 
shall be the legally accepted fact of death. 
      In the event that the county in which the 
death occurred cannot be determined with 
certainty, the county coroner, medical examiner, 
or prosecuting attorney in the county in which 
the events occurred and in which the decedent 
was last known to be alive may issue file a 
certificate of presumed death under this section. 
      The official issuing filing the certificate of 
presumed death shall file the certificate with the 
state registrar of vital statisticslocal registrar of 
the county where the death was presumed to 
have occurred, and thereafter all persons and 
parties acting in good faith may rely thereon 
with acquittance.  [1981 c 176 § 1.] 



WAC 246-490-040   Handling and care of human 
remains.  (1) Definitions applicable to WAC 246-
490-040 and 246-490-050. 
 
     (a) "Barrier precaution" means protective attire or 
equipment or other physical barriers worn to protect 
or prevent exposure of skin and mucous 
membranes of the wearer to infected or potentially 
infected blood, tissue, and body fluids. 
 
     (b) "Burial transit permit" means a form, 
approved and supplied by the state registrar of vital 
statistics as described in chapter 43.20A RCW, 
identifying the name of the deceased, date and 
place of death, general information, disposition and 
registrar and sexton information. 
 
     (c) "Common carrier" means any person 
transporting property for the general public for 
compensation as defined in chapter 81.80 RCW. 
 
     (d) "Department" means the Washington state 
department of health. 
 
     (e) "Embalmer" means a person licensed as 
required in chapter 18.39 RCW and defined in RCW 
18.39.010(2).engaged in the profession or business 
of disinfecting, preserving, or preparing dead human 
bodies for disposal or transportation. 
 
     (f) "Funeral director" means a person licensed as 
required in chapter 18.39 RCW and defined in RCW 
18.39.010(1).engaged in the profession or business 
of conducting funerals and supervising or directing 
the burials and disposal of human remains. 
 
     (g) "Health care facility" means any facility or 
institution licensed under: 
 
     (i) Chapter 18.20 RCW, boarding homes; 
 
     (ii) Chapter 18.46 RCW, maternity homes; 
 
     (iii) Chapter 18.51 RCW, nursing homes; 
 
     (iv) Chapter 70.41 RCW, hospitals; or 
 
     (v) Chapter 71.12 RCW, private establishments, 
or clinics, or other settings where one or more health 
care providers practice. 
 
     (h) "Health care provider" means any person 
having direct or supervisory responsibility for the 
delivery of health care or medical care including 
persons licensed in Washington state under Title 18 
RCW to practice medicine, podiatry, chiropractic, 
optometry, osteopathy, nursing, midwifery, dentistry, 
physician assistant, and military personnel providing 
health care within Washington state regardless of 
licensure. 
 
     (i) "Local registrar of vital statistics" means the 
health officer or administrator who registers 
certificates of birth and death occurring in his or her 
designated registration district as defined in chapter 

70.58 RCW. 
 
     (2) Funeral directors, medical examiners, 
coroners, health care providers, health care 
facilities, and their employees directly handling or 
touching human remains shall: 
 
     (a) Wash hands and other exposed skin surfaces 
with soap and water or equivalent immediately and 
thoroughly after contact with human remains, blood, 
or body fluids; 
 
     (b) Use barrier precautions whenever a 
procedure involves potential contact with blood, 
body fluids, or tissues of the deceased; 
 
     (c) Not eat, drink, or smoke in areas where 
handling of human remains or body fluids take 
place; 
 
     (d) Use reasonable precautions to prevent 
spillage of body fluids during transfer and transport 
of human remains including, when necessary: 
 
     (i) Containing, wrapping, or pouching with 
materials appropriate to the condition of the human 
remains; and 
 
     (ii) Obtaining approval from the coroner or 
medical examiner prior to pouching any human 
remains under their jurisdiction. 
 
     (e) Wash hands immediately after gloves are 
removed; 
 
     (f) Take precautions to prevent injuries by 
needles, scalpels, instruments, and equipment 
during use, cleaning, and disposal; 
 
     (g) Properly disinfect or discard protective 
garments and gloves immediately after use; 
 
     (h) Properly disinfect all surfaces, instruments, 
and equipment used if in contact with human 
remains, blood, or body fluids; 
 
     (i) Provide appropriate disposal of body fluids, 
blood, tissues, and wastes including: 
 
     (i) Equipping autopsy rooms, morgues, holding 
rooms, preparation rooms, and other places with 
impervious containers; 
 
     (ii) Lining containers with impervious, disposable 
material; 
 
     (iii) Equipping disposal containers with tightly 
fitting closures; 
 
     (iv) Destroying contents of disposal containers by 
methods approved by local ordinances and 
requirements related to disposal of infectious 
wastes; 
 
     (v) Immediately disposing of all fluids removed 
from bodies human remains into a sewage system 
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approved by the local health jurisdiction or by the 
department; and 
 
     (vi) Disinfecting immediately after use all 
containers and cans used to receive solid or fluid 
material taken from human remains. 
 
     (3) Funeral directors, embalmers, and others 
assisting in preparation providing for the care of 
human remains shall refrigerate or embalm the 
remains upon within twenty-four hours of receipt of 
the human remains. If remains are refrigerated, they 
shall remain so, except for a one-time family viewing 
for up to 30 minutes until final disposition or 
transport as permitted under WAC 246-490-050. 
 
     (4) Persons responsible for transfer or transport 
of human remains shall clean and disinfect 
equipment and the vehicle if body fluids are present 
and as necessary. 
 
     (5) Persons disposing of human remains in 
Washington state shall comply with requirements 
under chapter 68.50 RCW. 
 
 
 
[Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050. 92-02-019 (Order 
225B), § 246-490-040, filed 12/23/91, effective 1/23/92; 91-
02-051 (Order 124B), recodified as § 246-490-040, filed 
12/27/90, effective 1/31/91. Statutory Authority: RCW 
43.20.050 (2)(e). 89-02-007 (Order 323), § 248-40-040, filed 
12/27/88; 88-13-080 (Order 312), § 248-40-040, filed 
6/16/88. Statutory Authority: RCW 43.20.050. 86-14-008 
(Order 300), § 248-40-040, filed 6/19/86; Regulation 
.40.040, effective 3/11/60.] 
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